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[ Abstract)

lescents. We constructed a moderated mediation model to examine whether perceived parental rejection mediated the rela-

Objective: In this study, we focus on the mechanism of how parental rejection may affect depression in ado-

tion between parental rejection and adolescents’ depression, and whether this mediating process was moderated by peer re-
lationships. Methods: 2737 junior high school adolescents and their parents from Beijing participated in this study com-
pleted questionnaires that measure parental rejection, adolescents’ perceived parental rejection, adolescents’ depression
and sociometric nominations. Results: (DPerceived parental rejection played a mediating role in the relationship between
parental rejection and adolescent’s depression. @Peer relationships moderated the mediated path through perceived paren-
tal rejection. Thus, both mediating and moderating effects existed in the association between perceived parental rejection
and adolescent’s depression. Conclusion: Improving the communication between parents and adolescent, lessening adoles-
cents’ perceived parental rejection and enhancing the peer relationships with classmates would be helpful for reducing ado-
lescents’ depression.
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