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Comparison of P300 and Abstract Thought between Positive
and Negative Subtype Schizophrenics
LIU Zhe— ningg GONG Yao— xian
The Second Affiliated Hospital of Hunan M edical University, Changsha 410011, China
[ Abstract] Objective To study possible differences in P300 and abstract thinking between negative and pos-
itive subtypes of dug—free fist episode schizophrenia. Methods; Diagnosed acconding to the CCMD— II— R
criteria for schizophrenia, 22 negative subtype, 27 positive subtype, and 17 nomal control subjects were ad-
ministered auditory ERPs at Fz Cz, Pz T7 T8. Abilitiy for abstract thinking was tested by Gong’ s Sorting Test
and WCST. 10 negative and 10 positive subtype schizophrenics were treated with clozapine for four weeks fol-
lowed by re— administration of ERPs. Results; Both negative and positive subtypes of schizophrenia exhibited
reduced P300 amplitudes at baseline. The P300 abnomalities varied across the negative and positive subtypes.
There was significant negative correlation between negative symptoms and the P300 amplitude at Fz in schizo-
phrenia. However, Positive subtype schizophrenia showed a trend toward nomalization of P300. Conclusion:

The present study provided findings in support of biological difference between negative and positive subtype

schizophrenics.
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