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Development of 3-5 Graders’ Self- concept and Its Relationship with Personality
XIANG Xiao- ping, ZHANG Chun- mei, ZOU Hong
Institute of Developmental Psychology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China

Abstract  Objective: To examine the developmental characteristics of self- concept in 3-5 grade pupils and to explore
its relationship with five factor personality. Methods: The Piers- Harris Children’ s Self- Concept Scale and the Five Factor
Inventory were administered to 550 grade 3- 5 elementary school students. Results:  There were significant gender differ-
ence in total self- concept scores and all subscales of self- concept except anxiety, with girls scoring much higher than
boys.  All personality factors were significantly correlated with self- concept.  Pupils’ self- concept differed significantly
between different subtypes of personality type, with harmonious children having the highest self- concept, while the with-
draw the lowest. Conclusion: Girls’ self- concept are generally higher than boys during elementary schools; People with
high self- concept are those conscientious, agreeable and emotionally stable extraverts
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