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Correlation Between High Risk Factors of Violence and Plasma 5- HT Level
in Young Male Violent Offenders
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Mental Health Institute, Second Xiangya Hospital, Central South University, Changsha 410011, China
Abstract  Objective: To identify the correlation between plasma 5-HT level and the PSAP (point subtraction
aggression paradigm) and the score of MMPI subscales. Methods: 122 male violent offenders and 30 controls were
assessed by the MMPI, PSAP and plasma 5-HT. Results: Compared to the controls, the male violent offenders had
significantly higher plasma 5- HT level; furthermore, the plasma 5- HT level had positive correlation with the MMPI Pa,
Dy, and Cn subscale score, and positive correlation with the points subtracted in the PASA, and negative correlation with

the net earnings. Conclusion: The high plasma 5- HT concentration is a valid indicator to the violence behavior.
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