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Inhibition Function of Emotional Words in Depressed Patients
LIU Ming- fan, HUANG Ren- zhi, TU Yuan- liang, YAO Shu- giao

Research Center of Clinical Psychology, Second Xiangya Hospital, Central South University, Changsha 410078, China
Abstract  Objective: To study the difference of distractor inhibition of emotional words between unmedicated de-
pressed patients and healthy subjects. Methods: The experiment was conducted in two groups with the improved design of
negative affective priming. Results: Compared with never- depressed controls, depressed patients showed a specific failure
to inhibit negative information, whereas inhibition function for positive information was unaffected. Conclusion: Strongly
impaired inhibition of negative affect is found in depressed patients. Attentional control over negative affect is emphasized
in order to prevent relapse of depression.
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