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Abstract  Objective: To investigate the suicide ideation prevalence and self- attribution of suicide ideation of rural res-
idents in Liuyang, Hunan, China. Methods: A representative sample was selected from Yong' an town, Liuyang city of
Hunan, by stratified random clustered sampling, and face to face interview with a self - designed questionnaire was com-
pleted. Results: Of 851 individuals interviewed, 13.4% reported suicide ideation in the previous year. Middle- aged resi-
dents were inclined to attribute their suicide ideation to interpersonal conflicts, while a majority of the elderly; economic
embarrassment and poor health. Conclusion: Suicide ideation of this rural sample is high. Social factors and economic
problems may be the most important contributors of suicide ideation.
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