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Analysis on Personality Characteristics of Heroin Addicts and Relation to Initial Drug Use Age
CHEN Xuan—xuan, CHEN Han—hui, DU Jiang, FAN Cheng—lu, ZHAO Min
Shanghai Jiaotong University ,School of Medical College Affiliated Mental Health Center,Shanghai 200030, China

[Abstract] Objective: To analyze the personality characteristics of heroin addicts,and to explore the relationship be-
tween personality characteristics and initial drug use age. Methods: Temperament and Character Inventory (TCI)was ad-
ministered to 88 normal controls and 100 heroin addicts to evaluate their temperaments and characters. Results: (DThe
mean of NS (novelty seeking), HA (harm avoidance) scores of heroin addicts were higher than those of the normal control
groups (62.21+8.16,59.78+7.76, P<0.05 ) ;and mean of the CO,SD scores of the heroin addicts were lower than those of
the normal control groups(60.91+9.01,56.77+9.70, P<0.01) ;@ The age of initial drug use was not related with CO(Coop-
erativeness),SD (Self—directedness) scores. Conclusion: (DCompare with the normal control groups, the novelty—seeking,
impulsiving, exploring, pessimistic, fear of uncertainty, prone to tiredness and so on are the susceptible personality traits of
heroin addicts. @lnitial drug use age was not related with personality characteristics.

[Key words] Drug dependence; Temperament character inventory; Personality character; The age of initial drug use
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