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Development of 5— to 9-Year—Old Children’s Recognization of Causes

of Different Diseases and Effect of Intervention

CHEN Hua, ZHU Li-qi, MENG Yue-hai
Insitute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Science, Beijing 100101, China
[Abstract] Objective: The study investigated 5-9-year—old children’s recognization of the causes of familiar diseases
and the effect of intervention. Methods: Different scenarios and small group intervention were used to interview subjects.
Results: Children of 5 to 7-year—old mainly used behavioral reasons to explain the causes of diseases; 9 —year—old
children mostly employed biological reasons;not all the preschool children used contagion to explain all diseases; older
children increasingly realized the multiplicity of illness causes; there was an intervention effect. Conclusion: There was
significant difference among the explanations of different age groups. S—year—old children’s explanations of the causes of
contagious and non—contagious diseases were different; Specific knowledge could improve preschoolers’ recognization of
causes of illness and their probabilities.
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