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Charitable Donation in Disaster Condition—Meditation Effect of Empathy
DING Xian—feng, YI Xiao—ming
School of Psychology, Huazhong Normal University , Hubei Province Human
Development and Mental Health Key Lab, Wuhan 430079, China

[Abstract] Objective: To explore the effect of personal and situational factors on charitable donations in disaster condi-
tion and the underlying mechanism of empathy. Methods: 297 subjects attended a simulated charitable donation experi-

ment. After exploring the effect of agreeableness, degree of disaster situation, relation between the donators and victims
and reinforcement on charitable donation, a model including two dimensions of empathy (perspective taking and sympathy)
was constructed to analyze the mediation effect. Results: (DThe effects of agreeableness and donation relationship were
significant. There was a 3—way interaction effect of agreeableness, degree of situation and donation relationship. @ There
was a partly mediating effect of empathy in the relation between agreeableness and donation, while not any mediating ef-
fect in the case of donation relationship. Conclusion: Personality and situation factors both have effect on charitable do-

nations. However, empathy is not the most important mechanism in disaster condition.
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