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Reported History of Childhood Maltreatment and Young
Adults’ Attentional Biases for Facial Expressions
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[Abstract] Objective: To explore the effect of childhood maltreatment on young adults’ attentional biases for facial
expressions. Methods: A visual dot—probe task was used to test 29 participants with childhood maltreatment and 30 par-
ticipants without childhood maltreatment. The Childhood Experience of Care and Abuse Questionnaire was used to assess
participants’ histories of emotional, physical, and sexual abuse in childhood. Results: There was no significant difference
in the reaction time of group, types of emotional faces and consistency (P>0.05); there was no significant difference in the
attention bias score of group and types of emotional faces (P>0.05). Conclusion: In the context of Chinese culture, young
adults with childhood maltreatment have no special attentional biases for emotional faces.
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