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Development of a Psychiatric Assessment Scale of Cognitive and Volition Capacity in Crime
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Shenzhen Mental Health Center, Shenzhen 518020, China

[Abstract] Objective: To develop an assessment scale of cognitive and volition capacity from the perspective of psychi-
atry, then assess the reliability and validity of the scale. Methods: After reviewing the existing tools and experience, the
Psychiatric Assessment Scale of Cognitive and Volition Capacity in crime (PASCVC) included three parts : (DSymptoms of
mental disorders, characteristic and extent; @Mental factors in social function; @Mental factors in the behavior of crime,
developed by the programmed decision methods, 225 cases were assessed by the scale. Results: The total Cronbach’s «
was 0.953, the Cronbach’s a of per factor was 0.816-0.933, Guttmann split-half reliability of the whole scale was 0.890.
The test-retest reliability of per item was over 0.643, and the test-retest reliability of per factor was over 0.943. Three fa-
tors were extracted through exploratory factor analysis, which were consistent with the theoretical concepts. They explained
73.5% of the total variance, the correlation between items and subscales was 0.915-0.939. The correlation of total scores
between PASCVC and Criminal Responsibility Rating Scale of Violence (CRRSV) was 0.946, and between PASCVC and
Diminshed Criminal Responsibility Rating Scale (DCRRS) was 0.939, the correlation between PASCVC and CRRSV was
0.644, and between PASCVC and DCRRS was 0.717. Conclusion: The reliability and validity of PASCVC have reached
acceptable level in psychometrics and can be used in assessing the cognitive and volition capacity in crime.
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