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Self-esteem and Internet Altruistic Behavior : Mediating Role of Empathy
ZHENG Xian-liang, ZHANG Ting, YUAN Qian—xiang
Education School , Gannan Normal College , Ganzhou 341000, China

[Abstract] Objective: To investigate the relationships of self—esteem, empathy and college students’ internet altruistic
behavior. Methods: 587 college students were investigated by Internet Altruistic Behavior Scale of Undergraduates, Self—
esteem Scale and Mehrabian’ Strait Empathy Scale. Results: (DCollege students’ internet altruistic behavior showed sig-
nificant gender difference; boys’ score was significantly higher than that of girls. @There were significant positive correla-
tions among self—esteem, empathy and internet altruistic behavior. G)The results of layered regression showed that self—es-
teem and empathy could significantly predict internet altruistic behavior. The effect of self—esteem on internet altruistic
behavior was partially mediated by empathy. Conclusion: Self—esteem can directly affect college students’ internet altru-
istic behavior, and also indirectly influence it through empathy.
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