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Abstract  Objective: To explore whether failure can enhance the positive memory bias for self-relevant information in
people with high self-esteem. Methods: To adopt a 2(experimental treatment failure group/control group)X2(self-esteem
high/low)X2(sex male/female)X2(valence of information positive/negative) mixed design with 320 undergraduate partici-
pants. Results: The participants with higher self—esteem recalled significantly more positive information than those with
lower self-esteem did; and they recalled significantly more positive information after failure compared to the control group
without failure as well. Conclusion: People with high self—esteem have more memory bias positive information than those
with low self—esteem. This effect will be enhanced by failure.
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